
 

DUNHAM HILL and HAPSFORD  
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

 
 

To the Members of Dunham Hill and Hapsford Parish Council: You are hereby summoned to attend the 
Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 to be held in Dunham Hill Village Hall, which will directly 
follow-on from the Parish Meeting scheduled to start at 7.00pm, for the transaction of the business set out 
below.   

Signed   Trudy Ryall-Harvey.  Clerk  
24/02/2026 

clerk@dunhamhillandhapsford.co.uk,  
07784 486 767 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND ALL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960) 

AGENDA 
1. APOLOGIES And reason for absence. 
2. PARISH COUNCIL 

VACANCIES 
To agree any applications for co-option received since the last meeting 
following the election on 4th May 2023. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF 
INTEREST 

Members to declare any interest under the following categories: pecuniary, 
outside body and family, friend or close associate. 

4. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND 
PUBLIC 

Council is asked to discuss excluding the Press and public for any item listed on 
the below Agenda. 
The Parish Council may exercise their right to exclude the public and press by resolution from a closed meeting due to 
the confidential nature to be discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION When members of the public may comment or raise questions regarding 
matters affecting the Parish.  
(max of 3 mins per person without prior agreement with Chair, and for a total of 15 minutes) 
This provides an opportunity for members of the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the meeting 
except by special invitation of the Chairman) to participate by asking questions, raising concerns or making comments on 
matters affecting Dunham Hill and Hapsford. No decision can be taken during this session, but the Chairman may decide 
to refer any matters raised for further consideration.  
N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that is not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA 1972 Sch 12, 
paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119 

6. CORRESPONDENCE To receive any correspondence since the last meeting and to agree any action 
required. 

7. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES - To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th January 2026. 
8. PLANNING - To note planning applications as listed on the planning register, including 

comments submitted since the last meeting and enforcement matters. 
- To note any planning applications received since the agenda has been 

distributed. 
9. ACCOUNTS 1. To accept the Cash Book and Outturn v Budget Reports. 

2. To approve the Bank Reconciliation against Cashbook YTD.  
3. To agree Payroll Provider for 2026-27. 
4. To approve the Clerk’s claiming of VAT for period April 2025 – March 2026 
5. To approve payments made since last meeting. 

10. THE COMMUNITY - To receive verbal reports on any activities that had taken place within the 
village since the last meeting.  

- Willow Arch  
- Gate to Green Space in Hapsford – to receive an update following the 

damaged gate being reported to CWaC. 
- Pink Poo Campaign – to agree if the Parish Council wishes to run a campaign 

this year and when 
- To agree date for next Community Litterpicking event. 

11. PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 1. Risk Assessment – to review and approve the Risk Assessment for 2026. 
2. Asset Register – to review and approve the Asset Register for 2026. 



3. To agree and appoint an Internal Auditor for 2025-26. 
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING The Annual Meeting will take place on Tuesday 5th May, 2026 at 7.00pm at 

Dunham Hill Village Hall. 
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DUNHAM HILL & HAPSFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 6th January 2026, at 7.00pm in the Dunham Hill Village Hall. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Cllr S Clarke 
Cllr K Bradley 

Cllr C Green 
Cllr R Johnson 

Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 1 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies were received from Cllr K Holmes and Cllr C Jones due to ill health.  
 
PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES – it was reported that there were currently three vacancies, following the 
resignation of Sally Wallace, available for co-option and no applications had been received since the last 
meeting.    
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS – no declarations of interest were received.  
 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC – it was agreed that there were no issues that needed to be discussed 
with the exclusion of Press and Public. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - nothing raised. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  

- Peak Cluster Phase 1 consultation launches on 12th January details of events were shared with the 
Parish Councillors and it was reported that the Cheshire Parish Webinar was schedule for 19th 
January 1pm – 2.30pm. 
ACTION: Clerk to ask if they can make the recording available after the meeting for those Parish 
Councillors who are not able to attend. 

- Damaged Gate – It was reported that CWaC had contacted the Parish Council regarding the 
damaged pedestrian gate on the green in Hapsford.  As CWaC had no record of it being a CWaC 
Asset.  The clerk had responded to say that the land was maintained by CWaC and was originally 
Chester City Council land. 

- Willow Tunnel on green in Hapsford –  It was reported that this had been noted to have died which 
was disappointing and the Clerk was asked to contact the company to see if they would replace or 
refund the tunnel. ACTION: Write to Twigtwister. 

- Caravan in Hapsford – Cllr Johnson reported that he had spoken to a Liaison Officer from Cheshire 
Policy Force. Waiting on maps from CWaC to the Police to confirm ownership of the land. 
Cllr Bradley confirmed he had spoken to the Police who has confirmed that they would go a visit, 
whilst this was taking place Cllr Bradley saw the Fire brigade turned up to put the open fire out. 
ACTION: Clerk to contact Ward Councillor Hugo Deynem. 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
RESOLVED 25/035 - that the Chair of the meeting signs, as a true and correct record of the circulated 
minutes of the Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 21st October 2025. 
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PLANNING 
The Planning Register dated 16/12/2025 was accepted and changes to the planning register from last 
meeting were noted.  
 
The Clerk reported upon a question from the applicants of 25/02679/FUL – The Wheatsheaf, Chester Road, 
Dunham on the Hill, WA6 0LL due to comments coming back from Cheshire West and Chester Highways 
Department relating to the removal of trees and shrubs planted on the green space in front of the 
Wheatsheaf that could affect the view of drivers leaving the premises, it had therefore been 
recommended that some of the planting be removed to improve the visibility splay.  Parish Councillors 
agreed to support this, however, have asked once the planning application is approved then a site meeting 
be arranged between Ashton Hayes Day Nursery and Parish Council to discuss the removal and relocation 
of these bushes/trees, the Parish Council agreed to help by moving the plants but would like Ashton House 
Day Nursery to take responsibility for restoring the green space and replacing the daffodils at the access 
points. 
 
It was noted that the following planning consultations had been received by the Parish Council since the 
last meeting:- 

- 25/02828/FUL - Morley Bridge Works Chester Road Dunham On The Hill Chester CH2 4JS - 
Demolition of existing building and erection of replacement commercial vehicle preparation 
building (retrospective).  The Parish Councillors objected to this application due to concerns about 
the near doubling in height of the building; the impact on the appearance within the local area; the 
impact on the neighbouring residents developments; the impact of the noise from the change of 
use. 

- 25/03280/CAT – Bankfield, Village Road, Dunham on the Hill, WA6 0NN – T1 – Cherry Tree at rear 
of property – fell whole tree, T2 – Sycamore Free – fell whole tree; T1 – tree overgrown and roots 
pushing through retaining wall adjoining property to rear creating cluster growth. – the Parish 
Council had no objection to this planning consultation.  

- 25/03608/OUT – Land North of Chester Road, Helsby – Outline application (with access for 
approval; appearance, landscaping, layout and scale reserved for future approval) for up to 160 
dwellings (Use Class C3) with new vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access, a new bridge, public open 
space and associated landscaping, engineering and demolition works.   
 
The Chair thanked all Parish Councillors who came out and helped visit the residents of Hapsford to 
speak to them and get responses on the planning application, the main concerns from residents 
seemed to be the already stretched local services including GP, schools etc.  Cllr Bradley raised the 
issues with Brookhouse Homes and a response was received back. 
Cllr Green has reviewed the planning application against the neighbourhood plan and this report 
was shared with the Parish Councillors prior to the meeting.  
 
A resident, who represented the Hornsmill PH attended the meeting and said that they would 
support the application as long as consideration is given to visibility of the PH and hoped that those 
residents who live in the houses once they are built would support the local amenities. 
 
The Parish Council discussed the application and agreed to submit a neutral responses. 
 

ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook – the council accepted the cashbook and updated budget v actual YTD dated 16/12/2025.  
 

Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 25/036 – the council approved the bank reconciliation as circulated against the bank statements 
and Cllr Green sign the originals as a true and correct record. 
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Income & Expenditure  
RESOLVED 25/037 - to accept the expenditure as reported to the meeting:- 
 

Income received since the last meeting for noting   

Date Payable to Gross 
Amount Comment 

08/12/2025 Bank Interest £40.43 Gross Interest for period 8th Sept - 7 Dec 
  

 
    

Payments made since the last meeting for approval   

Date Payable to Net 
Amount VAT Gross 

Amount Comment 

06/11/2025 Complete Security £40.51 £8.10 £48.61 Replacement Battery for SID 
06/11/2025 PQR Limited £17.50 £3.50 £21.00 Backpay calculation 
07/11/2025 Staff Badges Direct £43.20 £8.64 £51.84 ID badges for Parish Councillors 
25/11/2025 Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £358.06 £0.00 £358.06 Clerk's Salary Tax Month 8 
29/11/2025 HMRC PAYE £94.19 £0.00 £94.19 PAYE Payment Tax Month 8 
12/12/2025 Paul Johnson £196.00 £0.00 £196.00 Printing of Newsletter 
24/12/2025 Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £358.23 £0.00 £358.23 Clerk's Salary Tax Month 9 
30/12/2025 HMRC PAYE £93.99 £0.00 £93.99 PAYE Payment Tax Month 9 

      
Payments not yet made for approval    

Payable to Net 
Amount VAT Gross 

Amount Comment 

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £358.03 £0.00 £358.03 Salary Tax Month 10 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £101.57 £0.00 £101.57 Clerk's Expenses 
HMRC PAYE £94.19 £0.00 £94.19 HMRC Tax Month 10 

 
THE COMMUNITY 
Xmas Lights Turn on – it was confirmed that Dunham Hill village had held a village lights turn on, the Parish 
Council thanked all those involved in particularly the Postman and Cannon Gary O’Neil for attending as 
without them the event would not have been the same and thanks to the Village Hall Committee for 
providing the refreshments. 
 
Hapsford village also had lights on the green this year together with a Christmas Tree, the Parish Council 
thanked those residents involved in making this happen and for the tree that had kindly been donated.  
 
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Training for 2026-27 – the training schedule from CHALC was circulated and the Parish Councillors were 
asked to consider if there was anything they wished to attend in 2026 and advise the Clerk accordingly.  
 
The Clerk undertook to pull together a schedule of training, in line with the budget for 2026 for herself and 
circulate at a later date for approval.  
 
Budget for 2026-27 
Following the draft budget being circulated prior to the meeting, the budget was reviewed and the Parish 
Council RESOLVED 25/038 unanimously to accept the budget for 2026-27 of £9,714 as set out below:- 
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Precept for 2026-27 
Precept for 2026-27 -the Parish Council RESOLVED 25/039 unanimously to request a precept level of 
£9,500 which is 5% increase on the precept from 2025-26 and an increase to the Band D charge of £1.79 
per household per year. 
 
Parish Meeting 2026 
The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had a statutory requirement to hold a Parish Meeting and the 
annual Parish Meeting needs to take place between 1st March and 1st June every year.  
 
The Parish Meeting is an opportunity for residents and local community groups to get together and report 
on things that have happened in the village in the last 12 months. 
 
It was therefore suggested that this be held on Tuesday 3rd March at 7.00pm immediately prior to the 
Parish Council Meeting.  
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 immediately after the 
Parish Meeting in Dunham Hill Village Hall. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 20.14 
 

Signed:................................................................................................. Dated:............................................... 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey  
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Dunham Hill and Hapsford Parish Council Asset Register 2026
Items  Replacement Value
5 x wooden/metal, glass fronted notice boards    £2,500
Notice board outside Boshaw
Notice board at Hapsford
Notice board at Hapsford (Wooden)
Notice board at Village Hall
Notice board on side of Dunham Arms (Poor condition)

8 x outside seat/ bench   £2,400
Seat at Low Hill triangle
Seat outside Boshaw
Seat at Rake Lane
2 x Seats on Village Green
3 x benches Hapsford plus two tables 

5 x Village signs/planters £5,000
Planter at Low Hill triangle
Planter outside Boshaw
Planter at Rake Lane (Talbot Road)
Planter in Hapsford

2 x Defibrillator (Location: in Phone box on Village Road   £3,000
(Location: in Phone box on Moor Lane, Hapsford)

2 x Salt/Grit Spreaders (Location: Village Hall & Sally Wallace) £450.00

2 x Telephone Boxes £4,000
Telephone box opposite Boshaw
Telephone box at Hapsford

4 x Brick built bus shelters £16,000
Brick bus shelter A56 near Dunham Arms
Brick bus shelter A56 outside Wheatsheaf
Brick bus shelter A56 opposite Wheatsheaf
Brick bus shelter A5117 Westbound at Hapsford
1 x Wooden bus shelter A56 near Low Hill £500

1 x Laptop £406

SID Machine plus chain and padlock – Location £2,786

Decorative Lighting (Dunham on the Hill) £1,320.50

Total value to replace                          £38,363

Approved: March 2026
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