
 

DUNHAM HILL and HAPSFORD  
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

 
 

To the Members of Dunham Hill and Hapsford Parish Council: You are hereby summoned to attend the 
Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 21st October, 2025 to be held in Dunham Hill Village Hall, which will 
begin at 7.00pm, for the transaction of the business set out below.   

Signed   Trudy Ryall-Harvey.  Clerk  
14/10/2025 

clerk@dunhamhillandhapsford.co.uk,  
07784 486 767 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND ALL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960) 

AGENDA 
1. APOLOGIES And reason for absence. 

2. PARISH COUNCIL 
VACANCIES 

To agree any applications for co-option received since the last meeting 
following the election on 4th May 2023. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF 
INTEREST 

Members to declare any interest under the following categories: pecuniary, 
outside body and family, friend or close associate. 

4. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND 
PUBLIC 

Council is asked to discuss excluding the Press and public for any item listed on 
the below Agenda. 
The Parish Council may exercise their right to exclude the public and press by resolution from a closed meeting due to 
the confidential nature to be discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION When members of the public may comment or raise questions regarding 
matters affecting the Parish.  
(max of 3 mins per person without prior agreement with Chair, and for a total of 15 minutes) 
This provides an opportunity for members of the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the meeting 
except by special invitation of the Chairman) to participate by asking questions, raising concerns or making comments on 
matters affecting Dunham Hill and Hapsford. No decision can be taken during this session, but the Chairman may decide 
to refer any matters raised for further consideration.  
N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that is not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA 1972 Sch 12, 
paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119 

6. CORRESPONDENCE - To receive any correspondence since the last meeting and to agree any 
action required. 

7. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES - To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd Sept 2025. 

8. PLANNING - To note planning applications as listed on the planning register, including 
comments submitted since the last meeting and enforcement matters. 

- To note any planning applications received since the agenda has been 
distributed. 

9. NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PLANNING 

- To receive a verbal update the Neighbourhood Plan. 

10. ACCOUNTS 1. To accept the Cash Book and Outturn v Budget Reports. 
2. To approve the Bank Reconciliation against Cashbook YTD.  
3. To approve payments made since last meeting. 

11. THE COMMUNITY Community Litter Picking Event – to receive a verbal update following the 
recent Community Litter Picking Event. 

12. PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 1. To review Action Plan and agree for 2026-27. 
2. To seek budget requirements for 2026-27. 

 DATE OF NEXT MEETING Tuesday 6th January, 2026 at 7.00pm ad Dunham Hill Village Hall. 
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DUNHAM HILL & HAPSFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 2nd September 2025, at 7.00pm in the Dunham Hill Village Hall. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Cllr S Clarke 
Cllr C Jones  
Cllr K Holmes 

Cllr K Bradley 
Cllr C Green 
Cllr R Johnson 

Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 1 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – None  
 
PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES – It was reported that there were currently two vacancies available for co-
option and no applications had been received since the last meeting.    
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS – no declarations of interest were received.  
 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC – it was agreed that there were no issues that needed to be discussed 
with the exclusion of Press and Public. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
A resident who lived in the village and was linked with the church down Hob Lane asked if there was 
anything that the Church could assist the village with. It was suggested that they undertake a litter picking 
event in between the Parish Council events as they were unable to attend the one PC had organized.  Cllr 
Clarke undertook to liaise with the resident to organize this in December/January.  Cllr Green also asked if 
there was any funding available as the PC are currently looking to complete a Green/Grey belt study to 
identify areas that could be agreeable to build on in the future.  
ACTION: It was agreed that Cllr Clarke would liaise with resident to organize a litter picking event in 
December/January.  
ACTION: It was agreed that further information would be provided to the resident in relation to the 
additional study that the Parish Council would like to undertake to gain better evidence in relation to 
building on green/gray belt in the Dunham Hill and Hapsford area.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
A resident of Hapsford had contacted the Parish Council to ask if it would be possible to have “please don’t 
litter” signs to put up on the verges of Hapsford, the Parish Council agreed to raise this with CWaC it was 
also suggested that the Parish Council ask if a litter bin can be installed in the layby by the motorway. 
ACTION: Layby near the motorway ask if we can put a bin. 
ACTION: Cllr Bradley will take pictures of issue and then Clerk to report to CWaC 
 
Following the letter from Dunham Hill and Hapsford Parish Council sent to Sarah Pochin regarding 
Unauthorised Development in the Green Belt, the clerk sought clarification as to how the Parish Council 
would like to respond to Sarah Pochin’s office seeking further information.   
ACTION: Cllr Bradley undertook to raise this with the Sandstone Meeting and draft an appropriate 
response. 
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ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
RESOLVED 25/026 - that the Chair of the meeting signs, as a true and correct record the circulated minutes 
of the Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 8th July 2025. 
 
PLANNING 
The Planning Register dated 27/08/2025 was accepted and changes to the planning register from last 
meeting were noted.  
 

It was noted that the following planning consultations had been determined by the local authority since 
the last meeting:- 

 24/00261/FUL – Land at Protos (Ince Resource Recovery Park) Grinsome Road and Marsh Lane, 
Ellesmere Port -Full Planning permission for the construction and operation of a post combustion 
Carbon Dioxide (CO2) Capture Facility – approved. 

 25/01628/LDC – Thyme House, 6 Moor Court, Moor Lane, Hapsford WA6 0LA – Use of land for 
siting a mobile home for use ancillary to the main dwelling – approved. 

 
It was noted that the following planning consultations had been received by the Parish Council since the 
last meeting:- 

- 25/01339/FUL – Land North of Rake Lane, Dunham on The Hill, Chester – Construction and 
operation of a solar photovoltaic (PV) Farm with associated infrastructure and landscape and 
ecological enhancements enhancements for a temporary operational period of 40 years – response 
submitted to Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

- 25/02159/FUL – Witherwin, Chester Road, Dunham on the Hill, Chester CH2 4Jr – Replacement 
dwelling – the Parish Council submitted that they have no objections to the proposed development, 
however they would like to ensure the safe removals of the asbestos roof and the removal of the 
hard core and restoration of the land to the front of the property together with the removal of the 
static caravan which is not in keeping with the area. 

 
It was reported that the following issues had been reported to Planning Enforcement since the last 
meeting:- 

- 24/00357/EOPDEV – Dunky’s Nursery, Moor Lane, Hapsford installation of static caravan on a 
commercial site for educational purposes – it was reported that the Planning Enforcement Team 
had visited Hapsford Hall and has spoken to both the Planning Team and the Conservation Team; 
they have viewed the caravan at the nursery. The Planning Officers have confirmed that caravan 
does not constitute development and so does not require Planning Permission or Listed Building 
Consent to be located at the nursery.  As planning do not consider it to be development, it does not 
constitute a breach in Planning Control and so no Enforcement action can be taken.  
 
The white picket fence at the front of the property was also raised as part of the complaint. This 
was erected without Planning Permission or Listed Building Consent. However, it was erected over 
4 years ago and so is immune to Enforcement action for the Planning Permission. In terms of it 
harming the listing – the Conservation team acknowledge that the fence is not typical but would 
likely approve a Listed Building Consent application for it, were one to be submitted. They do not 
see that it causes any harm to the listing. 
 
As there is no breach in Planning Control for the caravan and Conservation are happy with the 
picket fence, the Planning Enforcement are unable to take action, and have closed the case. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Cllr Bradley thanked Cllr Green for all her hard work over the last two years in heading the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan project, he was pleased to report that following the referendum the on Thursday 28th 
August where the results were 81 votes were in favour and 14 votes against, it was reported by Cheshire 
West and Chester Council that the results were ‘carried’ in favour of making the order.  The next stage is 
for Cheshire West and Chester Council to prepare a decision notice and report to ‘make’ the Plan which 
will be a decision delegated to the Head of Planning and Place Making. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook – the council accepted the cashbook and updated budget v actual YTD dated 26/08/2025.  
 
Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 25/027 – the council approved the bank reconciliation as circulated against the bank statements 
and Cllr Green sign the originals as a true and correct record. 
 
Income & Expenditure  
RESOLVED 25/028 - to accept the expenditure as reported to the meeting:- 
Payments made since the last meeting for approval   

Date Payable to 
Net 

Amount 
Gross 

Amount Comment 
21-08-2025 Paul Johnson £246.40 £246.40 Printing of Newsletter 
25-08-2025 Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £347.17 £347.17 Salary Tax Month 5 
29/08/2025 HMRC PAYE £89.31 £89.31 HMRC Tax Month 5 

  
 

     

      
Payments not yet made for approval    

Payable to 
Net 

Amount VAT 
Gross 

Amount Comment 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £413.83 £0.00 £413.83 Salary Tax Month 6 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £59.87 £0.60 £60.47 Clerk's Expenses 
HMRC PAYE £118.39 £0.00 £118.39 HMRC Tax Month 6 

 
THE COMMUNITY 
Community Litter Picking – it was agreed the next Community Litter Picking Event would take place on 
Saturday 11th October from 10am. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Newsletter 
Items for inclusion in the newsletter discuss at this meeting were:- 

 
 Neighbourhood Plan Referendum Update 
 Christmas Events 
 Welcome back to Tim the Postman 
 Thank you to those who undertook the littering and additional litter picking event will be 

undertaken by the breatharian  
 Work undertaken over the last six months, Dave to cut the grass and Stuart for painting the bus 

shelters, regular litter picking in Hapsford and checking the Defibrillator. 
 
All articles to be provided by 1st November.  
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Hapsford Christmas Tree 
It was reported that following the recent notice in the newsletter explaining that the funding for the 
Christmas Tree in Hapsford had run out, a resident had written in to ask if the Parish Council would budget 
to fund a Christmas Tree in the future.  The Parish Council confirmed that last year the Christmas Tree was 
part funded by a donation from a resident. It was reported to the meeting that a resident wishing to 
remain anonymous had agreed to fund the Christmas Tree in Hapsford for this year.  It was suggested that 
Hapsford residents explore crowd funding or a grant to support the purchase of a Christmas tree for 
future.  
 
Parking on verge by Wheatsheaf 
It was reported that parking on the grass verge by the Wheatsheaf had increased in the recent months and 
the Parish Council asked the clerk to contact Greene King to find out if the car park could be opened when 
there are events taking place at the Church and if there were any actions that the Church could take to 
alleviate any concerns that Greene King may have in allowing this.  
 
Cllr Bradley reported that there were photographic evidence of vehicles parking on the verge and it was 
agreed that this be passed to the Highways. 
 
ACTION:  Clerk to contact Greene King to see if the car park could be opened for Church events 
ACTION: Clerk to forward photographs of vehicles parking on the verge to CWaC Highways department. 
 
Action Plan 
The Action Plan for 2025-26 was circulated and comments/amendments were sought to allow the Clerk to 
draft the Action Plan for 2026-27, suggestions were:- 
 
It was suggested that Cllr Wallace’s name be remove as she had not attended meeting over the last 12 
months.  
 
Policies 
The draft Information Technology Policy was circulated for the Parish Councillors comments and adoption 
it was unanimously RESOLVED 25/029 to accept it.  
 
Website 
The Parish Council were asked to consider NALC’s recommendation for Parish Council’s to move to a 
gov.uk domain name.  It was agreed Cllr Johnson would look further into this. 
 
Connections Locality Meeting 
It was reported that two representatives of the Parish Council had been invited to the next Connections 
Locality Meeting scheduled to take place in Frodsham on Tuesday 14th October at 5.30pm – 7pm, Cllr 
Holmes and Cllr Bradley undertook to attend.  
 
SID  - it was agreed that Cllr Holmes could purchase a replacement battery for SID up to the value of £50. 
 
Assets  
Cllr Johnson reported that he had repaired the small noticeboard in Hapsford, so this now opened again, 
and confirmed that the large noticeboard in Hapsford required one of the legs to be refixed into the 
ground – which he would look to arrange. 
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 4th November 2025 at 7.00pm in 
Dunham Hill Village Hall. 
 
The Clerk, Press and Public were asked to leave the meeting to allow the Parish Council to discuss the next 
item on the agenda. 
 
Local Pay Rise for 2025-26 
It was reported that the local government pay awards for 2025-26 had been agreed and it was RESOLVED 
25/030 unanimously to approve the LGA new pay scales for 2025-26 be paid and backdated until April 
2025. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 19.57 
 

Signed:................................................................................................. Dated:............................................... 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey  
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Income received since the last meeting for noting

Date Payable to
Gross 

Amount Comment
08/09/2025 Bank Interest £45.83 Gross Interest for perod 2nd June - 1st Sept

Payments made since the last meeting for approval

Date Payable to
Net 

Amount VAT
Gross 

Amount Comment
18/09/2025 Linus Internet Ltd £47.88 £9.58 £57.46 Cloud Hosting
22/09/2025 Uniformity Clothing £75.00 £0.00 £75.00 Parish Council Tie
08/10/2025 PDQ Limited £103.50 £20.70 £124.20 Payroll Services
08/10/2025 Walkers Nursery £34.95 £6.99 £41.94 Daffodils
10/10/2025 Royal British Legion £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 Lamp-post poppies
10/10/2025 Royal British Legion £16.67 £3.33 £20.00 Poppy Wreath

Payments not yet made for approval

Date Payable to
Net 

Amount VAT
Gross 

Amount Comment
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £358.03 £0.00 £358.03 Salary Tax Month 7
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £78.07 £4.24 £82.31 Clerk's Expenses
HMRC PAYE £94.19 £0.00 £94.19 HMRC Tax Month 7





response around Parish 
Council for approval. 

11. Enforcement 
Issues 

Report all Enforcement 
Issues to CWaC and 
monitor. 

Councillors 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

 

Highways 
12. Potholes and 

Highways/signs 
Damage 

Report all potholes and 
highways/signs 
damage issues brought 
to the parish council’s 
attention to CWaC and 
monitor. 

Councillors 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

13. Highways 
Weeding 

Report all highways 
weeding issues brought 
to the parish council’s 
attention to CWaC and 
monitor. 

Councillors 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

 

Footpaths 
14. Footpath 

Accessibility 
Report all footpath 
accessibility issues 
brought to the parish 
council’s attention to 
CWaC and monitor. 

Councillors 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

15. Public Rights of 
Way & 
Bridleways 

Monitor and report any 
overgrown PROW’s 

Councillors NIL As and when 
required. 

16. Maintenance 
/replacement of 
stiles 

Report all stile damage 
issues brought to the 
parish council’s 
attention to CWaC and 
monitor. 

Councillors 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

 

Community Resources 
17. Assets Review all assets 

owned by PC and 
agree a maintenance 
schedule. 

Councillors £400 Annually 

18. Defibrillator Monitor Defibrillators 
and replace batteries or 
pads as required 

K Holmes £360 Monthly 

19. Speed Indicator 
Device 

Maintain the Parish 
Council Speed Indicator 
Device and relocate 
minimum of every three 
months 

K Holmes / All 
Councillors 

£80 3 monthly 

 
Parish Council 

20. Training - Identify and schedule 
training for Clerk 
 

- Identify and schedule 
training for Parish 
Councillors 

Clerk 
 
 
Parish 
Councillors 

£150 
 
 
£100 

As and when 
required. 
 
As and when 
required. 



21. Parish Meeting Organise Annual Parish 
Meeting to allow groups 
within the Parish to 
report activities that 
have been carried out 
to the Parish Council 

Chairperson/ 
Clerk 

NIL March 
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