
 

DUNHAM HILL and HAPSFORD  
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

 
 

To the Members of Dunham Hill and Hapsford Parish Council: You are hereby summoned to attend the 
Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 5th November, 2024 to be held in Dunham Hill Village Hall, which will 
begin at 7.30pm, for the transaction of the business set out below.   

Signed   Trudy Ryall-Harvey.  Clerk  
29/10/2024 

Clerk.dunhamhillpc@gmail.com, 07784 486 767 
 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND ALL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960) 

AGENDA 
1. APOLOGIES And reason for absence. 
2. PARISH COUNCIL 

VACANCIES 
To agree any applications for co-option received since the last meeting 
following the election on 4th May 2023. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF 
INTEREST 

Members to declare any interest under the following categories: pecuniary, 
outside body and family, friend or close associate. 

4. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND 
PUBLIC 

Council is asked to discuss excluding the Press and public for any item listed on 
the below Agenda. 
The Parish Council may exercise their right to exclude the public and press by resolution from a closed meeting due to 
the confidential nature to be discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION When members of the public may comment or raise questions regarding 
matters affecting the Parish.  
(max of 3 mins per person without prior agreement with Chair, and for a total of 15 minutes) 
This provides an opportunity for members of the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the meeting 
except by special invitation of the Chairman) to participate by asking questions, raising concerns or making comments on 
matters affecting Dunham Hill and Hapsford. No decision can be taken during this session, but the Chairman may decide 
to refer any matters raised for further consideration.  
N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that is not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA 1972 Sch 12, 
paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119 

6. CORRESPONDENCE To receive any correspondence since the last meeting and to agree any action 
required. 

7. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd Sept 2024 
and 1st October 2024. 

8. PLANNING - To note planning applications as listed on the planning register, including 
comments submitted since the last meeting and enforcement matters. 

- To note any planning applications received since the agenda has been 
distributed. 

- To review the Cadent Gas Limited's (Cadent) HyNet North West Hydrogen 
Pipeline Project - Statutory Consultation under Section 42 of the Planning 
Act 2008 and agree any response the Parish Council wishes to make. 

9. NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PLANNING 

- To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan and approve any tasks that 
require undertaking before the next meeting. 

- To agree for the submission of the:- 
▪ Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement 
▪ Neighbourhood Plan Submission 
▪ Design Appraisal and Code 

10. ACCOUNTS 1. To accept the Cash Book and Outturn v Budget Reports. 
2. To approve the Bank Reconciliation against Cashbook YTD.  
3. To approve the new pay rates that have been agreed and are applicable 

from 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025. 
4. To approve payments made since last meeting. 
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DUNHAM HILL & HAPSFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 3rd September 2024, at 7.30pm in the Dunham Hill Village Hall. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Cllr K Bradley – Chair 
Cllr S Clarke 
Cllr C Green 

Cllr R Johnson 
Cllr K Holmes 
 

Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 3 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr H Boardman and Cllr N 
McGarrigle due to previous commitment and Cllr S Wallace due to family commitments.  It was also 
discussed and noted that Cllr S Wallace had been unable to attend the last six months Parish Council 
meetings due to family commitments, it was therefore proposed by Cllr Bradley and seconded by Cllr Green 
and unanimously RESOLVED 24/028 to accept these absences and also allow Cllr Wallace an extended leave 
of absence of further six months. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES – It was reported that there were currently two vacancies available for co-
option and no applications were received prior to the meeting.  It was noted that an application was 
received at the meeting from Mrs. Jones, and this would be considered and brought to the next meeting. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS – no declarations of interest were received.  
 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC – Cllr Green proposed that Item 12.3 – Clerk Update be discussed with 
the exclusion of the press and public this was seconded by Cllr Johnson and unanimously RESOLVED 24/029.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION –  

 A resident attended the meeting, after reading with interest the newsletter in regard to the issues 
the parish council had raised regarding blocked drains.  He reported that he had raised issues with 
the blocked drains on the A56 for several years, they were continually blocked causing water to run 
down the A56 from Low Hill resulting in anyone standing waiting for a bus to get soaked.  Cllr Bradley 
confirmed that the Parish Council had also reported these and confirmed that the Parish Council 
would continue to monitor. 

 
 A resident highlighted the overgrown hedges on the A56, Cllr Bradley reported that he has reported 

all of the hedges along the A56 to Cheshire West and Chester Council.  Cllr Bradley noted that one of 
the farmers had, this week, cut a their hedge but left the debris on the road.   
ACTION: Cllr Bradley undertook to post the CWaC leaflet regarding the responsibility of landowners 
to maintain their hedges through landowners letterboxes. 

 
 It was also highlighted by a resident that the hedges around the bus stop on A56 needed cutting 

back so that the bus drivers can clearly see the location of the bus stop.  
ACTION: Cllr Bradley undertook to look into this. 
 

 It was reported that the hedge along Church Lane, Dunham on the Hill was badly overgrown and 
required maintenance.  It was highlighted that the properties were believed to be owned by the 
Oldfield Trust but the residents who lived there were elderly. 
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ACTION: Clerk to write to the Oldfield Trust 
ACTION: Contact Hayden if Oldfield Trust would not undertake the maintenance themselves.   

 
 Concern was raised about customers of the Garage on A56 who, were parking on the pavement, 

when visiting the site due to there being no customer parking provided.  This resulted in pedestrians 
having to walk on the A56 to get past.  
ACTION: Clerk to raise with PCSO. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Cheshire West and Chester Council Housing Strategy Consultation – it was noted that Cheshire West and 
Chester Council (CWaC) were currently carrying out a Housing Strategy Consultation and the Councillors 
undertook to review and respond.  
 
Meeting with EET Hydrogen & Partners – the notes of the meeting between EET Hydrogen & Partners and 
the Parish Council that took place on 18th June 2024 were circulated and it agreed that these were a true a 
correct record of the meeting.  
ACTION: Can they clarify the height of masts 
ACTION: Change of footpath – please can you provide more information in relation to this and the location 
of the close of footpath.  
 
Chester West and Chester Design Code – it was noted that Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWaC) were 
currently starting to develop a borough wide design code and were seeking views of the community.  It was 
agreed that the Parish Councillors would look to review and respond to this in line with the Parish Council’s 
draft neighbourhood plan. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
RESOLVED 24/030 - that the Chair signs, as a true and correct record the circulated minutes of the Parish 
Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd July 2024. 
 
Two residents left the meeting. 
 

PLANNING 
The Planning Register dated 21/08/2024 was accepted and changes to the planning register from last 
meeting were noted.  
 

It was noted that the following planning application had been received since the last meeting:- 
 24/02182/CAT – Wooded Area off Chester Road, Dunham on the Hill, Chester WA6 0LN – Crown 

clean Ash with one snapped out limb still hung up.  Crown lift over highway to 6m to provide 
clearance five trees mixed species – the Parish Council had submitted a response not objecting to 
this consultation but requested that the adjacent trees on the corner of Church Lane by the bus stop 
also be cut back at the same time.  As they are also starting to grow over the road.   

 24/02232/FUL – 27 Talbot Road, Dunham on the Hill, Chester WA6 0JW – Rear single storey 
extension – the Parish Council submitted a no objection response to this planning consultation.  
 

It was noted that the following issue had been reported to the Cheshire West and Chester Planning 
Enforcement Team - EN639662642 – Dunky’s Nursery, Moor Lane, Hapsford - Installation of a static caravan 
on a commercial site for educational purposes. 
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National Association of Local Councils £50.00 £10.00 £60.00 
Local Council Award Scheme 
Assessment & Certificate 

HMRC PAYE £36.60 £0.00 £36.60 HMRC Tax Month 6 
SLCC £35.00 £0.00 £35.00 Cheshire Branch Conference 

 

THE COMMUNITY 
Community Litter Picking Event - It was agreed that the next Community Litter Picking date should be 
planned for 26th October 2024.  
 
Hapsford Village Signs – confirm installation charges from CWaC to Cllr Johnson so that the Parish Council 
can agree at the next meeting if this is going to be taken forward or not.   
 

Hapsford Drains – there was no further update since the last meeting on this matter. 
 

Asset of Community Value – It was suggested that the Parish Council review this within 12 months of the 
next break clause. 
ACTION:  Clerk to send over the information required for the Asset of Community Value to Mrs Jones.   
 

Community Speed Watch Training – it was reported that following the distribution of the newsletter six 
resident/Parish Councillors confirmed they would be willing to attend this training.  The Clerk undertook to 
confirm the venue and time to the PCSO and residents. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Assets – it was reported that the following assets required maintenance:- 
 
Benches and tables in Hapsford – need sanding down and painting. 
Benches through the area – need sanding down and painting. 
Bus Shelters – Brick ones – need painting. 
Perspex on Bus Shelter outside the Wheatsheaf – needs replacing. 
Noticeboard in Hapsford – Cllr Johnson to look to repair. 
Phone box opposite Boshaw Centre needs cleaning and painting. 
Phone box in Hapsford needs cleaning.  
 
ACTION: Cllr Bradley to ask Cllr Wallace if any residents want to volunteer to repaint the benches and tables 
in Hapsford. 
ACTION: Cllr Clarke to ask David if he would be willing to paint the benches in Dunham Hill. 
ACTION: Cllr Clarke confirmed he would be happy to paint inside the bus shelter if the Parish Council 
provides the paint. 
 
External Audit 
 Completion of the Limited Assurance Review - it was noted that PKF Littlejohn had now completed their 

External Audit. 
 Auditor’s Report and Certificate for 2023-24- the Auditor’s Report and Certificate for 2023-24 was 

circulated for the Parish Council’s information, this had also been published on the Website. 
 Notice of Conclusion of Audit – it was reported that the Notice of Conclusion of Audit had been 

announced on 5th August. 
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 5th November 2024 at 7.30pm at 
Dunham Hill Village Hall. 
 
Members of the Public and the Clerk left the meeting. 
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Clerk Update 
In recognition of a successful appraisal cycle 2023/24, the recommendation is that the Clerk is moved to SCP 
29 effective 1st September 2024 (the start of the new appraisal cycle 2024/25) and pay backdated 
accordingly. 
 
The councillors expressed their thanks and recognition of the clerk’s hard work and the support provided to 
everyone. 
 
It was also noted that Cllr Johnson will undertake your appraisal going forward. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 20.52 
 
 

Signed:................................................................................................. Dated:............................................... 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey  
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DUNHAM HILL & HAPSFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 1st October 2024, at 7.00pm in the Dunham Hill Village Hall. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Cllr K Bradley – Chair 
Cllr S Clarke 
Cllr C Green 

Cllr R Johnson 
Cllr K Holmes 
 

Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 2 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr S Wallace due to family 
commitments. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS – no declarations of interest were received.  
 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC – None 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION –  
A resident raised concerns relating to parking on pavement on Village Road, the clerk suggested that the 
resident report this directly to the Police via the ‘resident voice’ survey.  The resident requested that Parish 
Councillors also report this. 
 
Two residents left the meeting. 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
The Parish Councillors reviewed a draft Consultation Statement and Cllr Green sought comments and 
amendments to this document. 
 

 It was confirmed that there were 258 households within the parish according to the electoral 
register. 

 Parish Councillors suggested that Policy 10 of the draft Neighbourhoood Plan should be reconfigured 
to include renewable energy. 

 Parish Councillors suggested that cross referencing the maps to the policies might provide 
clarification and avoid confusion in the document.  

 It was agreed that within the Neighbourhood Plan the views of Wales and Mouldsworth and Manley 
should be protected.  

 It was agreed that a section on sustainable construction should be included withn the design code 
and page 15 of the Neighbourhood plan.  

 It was suggested that the Bus Shelters be recorded as a Community Facility and not Special 
Character. 

 It was agreed that pictures should only be referenced in one document and not both the 
Neighbourhood Plan and the design code.  

 It was agreed to include the Dunham Hill sits on the Mersey Forestry Boundary and consideration to 
their plan needs to be taken into account.  

 It was suggested that something be included within the Neighbourhood Plan to protect the 
ammunition buildings for business use for the future. 

 Comments from CHER should be included within the Neighbourhood Plan. 
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It was recommended that the amended document should be circulated around the Parish Council 
for their consideration and brought to the next Parish Council meeting for final approval, prior to 
sending it to CWaC for their review. 
 
It was agreed that Cllr Holmes would work through the Design Code and circulate any changes to the 
Parish Councillors prior to the next meeting. 
 
It was agreed that Cllr Holmes would provide Cllr Green with the license number and detail that 
needed adding to all maps. 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 5th November 2024 at 7.30pm at 
Dunham Hill Village Hall. 
 

The meeting closed at 20.52 
 
 

Signed:................................................................................................. Dated:............................................... 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey  
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Dunham Hill and Hapsford  
Parish Council 

 

Parish Council 
21. Training - Identify and schedule 

training for Clerk 
 

- Identify and schedule 
training for Parish 
Councillors 

Clerk 
 
 
Parish 
Councillors 

£175 
 
 
£175 

As and when 
required. 
 
As and when 
required. 

22. Parish Meeting Organise Annual Parish 
Meeting to allow groups 
within the Parish to 
report activities that 
have been carried out 
to the Parish Council 

Chairperson/ 
Clerk 

NIL March 

23. Local Council 
Award Scheme 

Apply for Quality Award Clerk £130 April 2024 

 




